Three Books for the Preacher

Preaching and Preachers
By D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones

When asked by young preachers what
books they should read, I always start with
Martyn Lloyd-Jones' Preaching and Preachers.

I doubt there has been a more important
work written on the whole realm of the
preacher in the English world. ML] wrote the
book after teaching on the subject at Westmin-
ster Theological Seminary in 1969. That "the
Doctor" had something to say on the matter
of preaching was obvious. Although asked to
give a lecture here or there on the matter over
the years, he always refrained feeling that the
topic needed a whole series of talks in order
to do it justice. And it was only after 44 years
of preaching an average of 5 times per week
that he felt he could put his thoughts into
book form.

ML] writes as a preacher to preachers. I
have read too many books by homileticians
that do not take into account the calling of the
pastor to be the "kerux." Talking from a pul-
pit, waxing eloquent in some conversational
style, shouting at people — these are not
preaching. But, as Lloyd-Jones writes, "[The
preacher] is the only one who is in a position
to deal with the greatest need in the world."
If that is true, we preachers had best know
what we are doing!

The book progresses logically (was the
Doctor ever illogical?) through 16 chapters
with titles like, "the Form of the Sermon," "the
Preparation of the Sermon," and "Illustrations,
Eloquence, Humour." Where this works dif-
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fers from so many inferior attempts is in
MLJ's constant attention to the one doing the
preaching. What does preaching feel like,
what are the joys of discovery, what mistakes
are easy to make, what role does the Spirit
play in our delivery?; these are the questions
that get answered all through the text.

This is vintage Lloyd-Jones. I have often
heard young ministers complain that the old-
er ones are not training them. That may be
true, but no one has an excuse not to learn
from an old ML]J. Sit down with this book
and you will profit your own soul, your min-
istry and your people. Learn at the feet of
one who was likely the greatest preacher of
the 1900's.

Preaching with Purpose
By Jay Adams

One problem I have observed with many
books on preaching is a problem many of us
preachers run into in our pulpits — we try to
say everything about something, and end up
saying nothing at all. Preaching is an enor-
mous topic and to do it justice a great deal
must be written — unless one chooses to deal
with only one aspect of preaching.

Wisely narrowing his focus, Jay Adams
has written a very helpful book on preaching
with purpose. In essence, Adams has sought
to demonstrate why it is we preach.

I must admit to not being a huge fan of
Adams’ writings. Perhaps that is why this
book sat on my "to read" shelf for a few years



before I finally picked it up. But once I
began it was impossible to put it down.

The basic premise of the book is that
the goal of preaching is to effect change.
This may not sound terribly profound, but
was that the purpose of your last sermon?
Adams rightly observed that many preach-
ers are abstract, wandering, dull, and
pointless in the pulpit. People should be
rightly asking, "Why do we come here
and why do you talk?" And so, he begins
a careful analysis of how to develop pur-
pose to your preaching.

I will be the first to admit that I do not
agree with every suggestion Adams
makes (and "suggestion" may be too po-
lite of a term to use), but even if we do
not agree there is good discipline in hav-
ing to answer why. I think that is what I
most appreciated about this little book, it
forced me to answer the why questions
again and again. It is unlikely anyone
else will ask you.

Pick up this little book and read one
of its 22 chapters every day and you will
see some spark and clarity added to your
preaching — guaranteed!

Preaching with Passion
By Alex Montoya

Full disclosure: Alex Montoya was
one of my favorite seminary professors
and remains a good friend.

I recall a time early in my ministry
when I preached a particularly poor ser-

mon... with a great deal of emotion and
excitement. A man in that church ap-
proached me afterwards bubbling over
with excitement about how wonderful a
sermon that had been. Ilooked at him
rather dumbfounded then came to that
important realization that some people
couldn’t care less what you say, as long as
you say it loud while getting really, really
excited about it!

This may be why so many of us who
love the sovereignty of God shy away
from any kind of "emotionalism" in the
pulpit. We do not want to interfere with
the work of God or confuse emotion with
conviction — therefore we preach like a
sheet of plywood.

Alex Montoya has served the church
be writing this small book on the passion
that is necessary in the preaching of God's
Word.

The eight chapters cover preaching
with spiritual power, conviction, compas-
sion, authority, urgency, brokenness, the
whole being and imagination. Each chap-
ter is argued Biblically, described practi-
cally and filled with excellent examples.
Montoya's subtle wit runs throughout,
often disarming us before lowering the
hammer. Again, this is the work of a
preacher speaking to preachers.

Many of us had the privilege of sitting
under Montoya's ministry at the 2005 To-
ronto Pastors Conference. If you would
like a taste of that again, then I highly
commend this book to you!
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